In a recent rallying call, Hopkins (2009) petitions historians to 're-engage … in the study of Africa's economic past not least because it is relevant to Africa's future'. It is our contention that this statement is not only true for Africa but for all developing regions of the world. Standard growth theorists are often incapable of explaining the inability of poor regions to catch-up, or worse, stand indifferent to the complexities of these societies. Yet understanding the process of economic change is necessarily linked to the past. This paper examines the state and scope of the economic history of developing regions, underlining the importance of history for economic development. While the process of economic change in the industrialised North informs our understanding of its successes, exploring the economic history of the developing world may shed light on the causes of stagnation, and speed along the process of development.
In the half century or so since the evolution of Economic History into a well respected 3 economic discipline concerned with the causes of economic growth, important 4 contributions have been made toward our understanding of the role of institutions, path 5 dependency, technological innovation and evolution in determining growth. The largest 6 portion of the evidence has focused on the economic histories of the currently developed 7 nations and only a small fraction of our knowledge comes from currently developing 8 countries. However, the limited evidence that we have has already played a major role in 9 furthering our understanding of the longevity of institutions, the importance of trade and 10 education for growth, and the economic and social consequences of colonialism.
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Yet, despite this contribution, the proportion of articles focused on developing countries 
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The journal is also aware, and aims to encourage, the shifts that are taking place in the 36 methods used to analyse the economic past. In a useful summary 
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As noted above, the existing research on developing countries' economic histories has 63 already been informative. This section highlights some of those contributions. 
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Latin America
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This debate intertwines with recent studies questioning the widely-held belief that Latin 
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Within infrastructure, the study of railways has enjoyed a recent resurgence. According to 
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This more sanguine outlook, based on detailed (if also controversial) comparisons of China
292
and Europe, suggests that conditions in pre-modern China were much more favorable, both 
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The California school has inspired more scholars to increasingly adopt the methodology of 
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Studying pre-modern China is crucial for a better understanding of the Great Divergence. 
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While this view of China's accelerating economic change is shared by many historians and 
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Second, educational progress increased the supply of skilled workers, thereby reducing the 373 skilled wage.
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Of course, this cannot be a complete introduction of recent academic studies in this field. 
399
As archival material has become more available and researchers have mastered innovative
400
ways of using the available data, a proliferation of quantitative studies has taken place. 
